
B
L

A
C

K
N

A
L

L
 M

E
M

O
R

IA
L

 

P
R

E
S

B
Y

T
E

R
IA

N
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

1
9

0
2

 P
E

R
R

Y
 S

T
R

E
E

T
 

D
U

R
H

A
M

, N
C

 2
7

7
0

5
 

(9
1

9
)2

8
6

-5
5
8

6
 

      R
E

T
U

R
N

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 R
E

Q
U

E
S

T
E

D
 

N
o

n
-P

ro
fit 

O
rg

an
iza

tio
n

 

U
.S

. P
o

stag
e  

P
aid

 

D
u
rh

a
m

, N
C

 

P
E

R
M

IT
 #

9
0

4
  

Blacknall 
     Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Email:  churchoffice@blacknall.org 

Web Site: www.blacknall.org 

 
 

M arch 

2009 

Blacknall Missions 
 
Monthly Schedule 
 

Sunday  
  8:30 AM  Worship  
9:30-11:15 Library Open  
  9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Worship 

                   International Missions (2ndSun) 

  5:00 PM  Adult Education (2nd  Sun.) 

  6:00 PM  BYG Time (Youth Groups)  

  6:00 PM  Prayers for Youth 

  6:30 PM  Communion & Prayers (3rd Sun) 
  6:30 PM  Prayers for Missionaries (2nd Sun)  
Monday 
  7:00 AM  Outreach Comm. (2nd Mon.) 

  7:00 PM  Community Outreach Comm. 

                       (1st Mon.) 

  5:00 PM  Finance Comm. (3rd Mon.) 
  7:30 PM  Diaconate (1st & 3rd Mon.) 
  7:30 PM  Session (2nd & 4th  Mon.) 
  7:30 PM  Family Life Comm. (1st Mon.) 
  8:00 PM  Building & Property (1st Mon.) 

  8:00 PM  Congregational Care  (1st Mon.) 

                   Hospitality Comm. (1st Mon) 

Tuesday 
  7:30 PM  Worship Comm. (1st Tues.) 
  7:30 PM  Personnel Comm. (3rd Tues.) 
Wednesday  
  6:45 AM  Men’s Bible Study 
10:30 AM  LCs (Seniors Ministry) 

  5:30 PM   TableTalk  
Thursday 
 9:15 AM   Women’s Bible Study 
 7:00 PM   Narcotics Anonymous 
Saturday 
  8:00 AM  Prayers for Renewal 
  7:00 PM  Narcotics Anonymous 
 
Committee chair will notify members. 
of time changes. 

Church Staff 
 
Allan Poole-Pastor 

 

David Dunderdale-Pastor 

 

Dave Stuntz-Music Min. 

 

Beth Solie-  

     Children’s Min.-Preschool 

 

Amy Rowell-Children’s Min. Elem. 

 

Caroline Inazu-MS Youth Min.  

 

Margaret Frothingham- 

     Congregational Care 

 

Diane Beacham-Finances 

 

Jan Smart-Assoc. Office Admin. 

 

Dare Nicholson-Assoc. Office Admin 

 

Terry Simpson-Facilities Manager 

 

Andrea Bridges-Duke Div. Intern 

 

Gannon Sims-Duke Div. Intern 

 Dear Blacknall family, 

Lent is a season for examination of our sin.   It is a time to fast or give up things, 

exposing our sinful demand for self-centered comfort and control.  It is a time of 

repentance.  To repent means to turn. We think of repentance as turning away 

from our sin. As we move toward Easter, I’ve been praying that we would turn 

toward the risen Savior to participate more in what He is doing among us.  Lent 

is also a time when we can consider the new invitations from Christ regarding the 

way we practice life.  A lifestyle of repentance and trust does not come naturally.  

The conflict between our willfulness and our humble participation in what He is 

doing is beautifully depicted in a favorite poem by Madeline L’Engle: 

 

  Act III, Scene 2 

 Someone has altered the script. 

 My lines have been changed. 

 The other actors are shifting roles.  

 They donôt come in when theyôre expected.  

 And they donôt say the lines Iôve written 

 And Iôm being upstaged.  

I thought I was writing this play 

With a rather nice role for myself,  

Small, but juicy 

And some excellent lines. 

But nobody gives me my cues 

And the scenery has been replaced 

And I donôt recognize the new sets.  

This isnôt the script I was writing;  

I donôt understand this play at all.  

 

To grow up 

Is to find 

The small part you are playing 

In this extraordinary drama  

Written by somebody else. 

 
Invitations to grow up sometimes hide in disappointments, in losses, or in “being 

upstaged.” Being upstaged infuriates us, but it can be a gift.  Madeline L’Engle  

knew Christ as that Somebody Else who wrote the extraordinary drama. The book 

of Acts continues on today, orchestrated by the Holy Spirit to accomplish God’s 

purpose to build the church. Someday the play will have a glorious ending. We 

grow as we participate.  Will you turn to play your part in the drama He has   

written? 

 

Yours, 

Margaret Frothingham  

 

                                                      

                                                           My Story 

                                                                      By Shelia — As told to Vincent Stubbs 

 

I grew up in a Muslim Nation under the former USSR.  After teaching English in 

the public schools for many years, I was invited to be the interpreter for a Youth 

With A Mission team which had come to do community development in my city in 

the late 1990’s.  That’s when I met Ron and Betsy Manila.  God blessed my life 

tremendously in two ways through them.  
 

First, Ron treated Betsy and all the other women in the office with utmost kindness 

and respect. In my country husbands treat their wives like dirt.  I hated the way my 

husband treated me, but had no hope that he would ever change.  But by observing 

the way Ron respected Betsy, me, and other women, he changed radically in his 

attitude and behavior toward me. 
 

Second, Ron invited my two younger sons to a Christian camp and gave me a job 

in the camp kitchen.  However, he didn’t tell us that it was a Christian camp; if he 

had, we never would have gone.  But through the loving friendship and winsome 

testimony of believers, my sons and I were saved. 
 

By the grace of God my husband and my two older sons also became ardent     

believers.  We started a house church, which now has thirty believers.  But because 

of the harassment of the police, we now meet separately in four small groups.   

Believers worship fervently with tears of love and gratitude to God for transform-

ing their lives.  

 

Please pray for the freedom to worship openly and for opportunities to tell others 

of our wonderful Lord and Savior. 

                                                                      

Report of the Outreach Mission Task Force 

In the Fall the Session established an Outreach Mission Task Force to examine 

how best to organize our congregation in order to fulfill what we believe is God’s 

mission for us.  The Task Force has been meeting with various groups who are a 

part of Blacknall’s Outreach ministry.  These discussions with people who are 

involved in outreach locally, nationally, and internationally have been focused on 

five kinds of questions: 

 

1. What can we be doing to help us move toward living out our Missional  

       Commitments? (these are available on the church’s website on the 

“Missions” page) 

2. What will help us move toward a stronger discipleship — one that forms in 

us missional desires and character? 

3. What is your dream for how Blacknall will be 20 years from now in its     

mission? 

4. What are the challenges/barriers to our fulfilling our mission? 

5. What kind of structural/organizational changes do we need to make so that 

our organization serves our Missional Commitments rather than our 

Commitments being limited by our organization? 

The Task Force (Chris Rice, JD Bartkovich, Karl Umble, Steve Hinkle, and  

David Dunderdale) would appreciate your prayers as they continue to listen,    

discern, and begin to formulate recommendations of how we are to move forward.  

If you have thoughts or questions with regards to these questions or this process 

please feel free to contact Chris Rice or David Dunderdale, the co-conveners of 

the Task Force or any of the other members. 



Blacknall Family Announcements 

 

 

 

                The gifts of God from the people of God 
 

2009 Weekly Budget      $22,043       YTD Budget           $176,344 

Tithes & Offerings 2/22 $10,531       YTD Income           $127,556 

                                                            YTD Expenses        $195,701 

   

        Covenant Campaign Total Borrowed                      $1,100,000 

        Covenant Campaign Loan Balance 2/28                    $112,929 

 

Staff Po-

sition Open 

Director of Youth Ministries 
Blacknall Church is seeking qualified 

candidates for a full-time Director of 

Youth Ministries position to provide 

(1) a programmatic ministry to our 

high school students, (2) work with 

the existing part-time middle school 

staff position, and (3) provide overall 

direction to the middle and high 

school youth programs.  
 

This individual will be responsible for   

supporting a committed cadre of   

approximately 20 adult volunteer 

youth leaders, developing a compre-

hensive vision and sequence for 

Christian growth for approximately 75 

middle/high school youth, making 

curriculum decisions for Sunday 

morning and Sunday evening youth 

groups, and providing direct service 

for this important relational ministry. 
 

For more complete information please 

contact Artie Kamiya, Search      

Committee Chair (919) 818-6486; 

artie@greatactivities.net. 

Blacknall Family Announcements 

 

 

 

Season of Lent  

Lenten services will continue through 

the month of March on Wednesday 

evenings from 7:00 to 7:30pm. 
 

We do not enter this period of fasting 

and prayer to attract God’s attention 

or to be noticed by other people.  Lent 

is a way of paying attention to our 

own lives. We receive the sign of the 

cross on our foreheads to focus our 

attention on who we really are.  In 

this way we remind ourselves that we 

are bound for death —  and that we 

are bound to the death of Jesus Christ.  
 

Ash Wednesday and the whole of 

Lent provide a time to focus our at-

tention on the mystery at the heart of 

the Christian life:  that through death, 

the death of Jesus Christ, we have 

entered new life.  In our baptism, we 

have been joined with Christ in death 

in order that we may have life eternal. 

Hospitality Opportunities 

Mt. Level Baptist Church is one of 

our sister churches and each year 

during the Easter season  we ex-

change pulpits. Part of welcoming 

our brother and sisters is a reception 

following our Maundy Thursday   

service on April 9.  
 

We also have a time of fellowship for 

our members on Easter Sunday,  

April 12, during the Sunday School 

hour.  
 

The Blacknall Guild would like to 

invite you to participate in hosting 

these events. Sign up to help in the 

lower atrium on March 22 and 29. 

 

The following things are needed for 

each reception: 
 

6 people for room set up and food 

   Distribution 
 

8 people to bring cookies, bars, etc. 
 

2 people for cheese and cracker 

   Platters 
 

2 people for fresh fruit platters 
 

2 people to prepare snack mix 
 

1 person to supply assorted nuts 
 

2 people for coffee prep and set-up 
 

3 people to heat and cook  

    hors d’oeuvres, etc. 
 

2 people to make punch and replenish 

   it during the reception 
 

8 people to clean up 

How are you preparing your heart as we look toward     

celebrating the Resurrection? Perhaps reading about the 

person and ministry of Jesus will bring it into sharper     

focus. Whether you want to clarify a point of theology, renew 

your commitment to devotional time, or simply see Christ in a fresh 

way, the library offers many books about the Savior. During this season 

of Lent, may we go deeper in our understanding of who Jesus is and further in 

our walk with Him. 

  
The Carpenterôs Coth: Christôs Journey to the Cross and Beyond  

           by Sigmund Brouwer 

 

The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel 
 

The Challenge of Jesus: Rediscovering Who Jesus Was and Is by N.T. Wright 

 

The Cross of Christ by John Stott 
 

The Crown and the Fire by N.T. Wright 

 

The Gospel According to Jesus by John MacArthur 

 

Jesus Among Other Gods by Ravi Zacharias 

 

The Jesus I Never Knew by Philip Yancey 

 

Jesus: The Greatest Life of All by Charles Swindoll 

 

Jesus, the One and Only by Beth Moore 

 

My Lord and My God by Calvin Miller  

 

Reliving the Passion by Walter Wangerin 

 

We also have a wonderful assortment of children’s books that adults will       

appreciate just as much as the kids!  Here are some favorites: 

 

The Very First Easter by Paul Maier 

 

The Legend of the Easter Egg by Lori Walburg  

 

Benjaminôs Box by Melody Carlson  

 

Easter Bunny, Are You for Real? by Harold Myra 

 

Pail of Nails by Harriet May Savitz 

 

The Tale of the Three Trees by Angela Hunt 

 

Staff Position Open 

We are looking for a full-time      

Director of Youth Ministries (Grades 

6-12).  For more information, please 

c o n t a c t  A r t i e  K a m i y a  a t 

Artie@greatactivities.net for a    

complete job description, or call him 

at 919- 818-6486. 

Come walk with us!  

Please mark your calendars and plan 

to join Blacknall’s team for the 35th 

Annual Durham CROP Walk on   

Sunday, March 22, at 2:30pm.  
  

Funds from the walk benefit local and 

international organizations dedicated 

to fighting hunger. For more informa-

tion about walking or sponsoring a 

walker contact Susie Meghdadpour at 

meghd001@mc.duke.edu or Leah 

Masselink at lmasselink@gmail.com, 

or 641-7077. You may also register in 

the lower atrium on March 8 or 15. 

 

Claim Your Things Day  

Items such as dishes and clothing 

which have been lost or left at the 

church will be displayed on Sunday, 

March 15, in the hall area outside the 

Community Room. Please take a look 

and retrieve your things. 
 

At any other time you want to look 

for your possessions, abandoned 

dishes are in a marked box in the 

kitchen, and lost items are on the 

counter top across from the restrooms 

off the Community Room. 
 

In an attempt to keep the church tidy, 

a Claim Your Things Day will be 

held once every quarter and all un-

claimed items will be donated. 

Middle School News 

We have spent the last few weeks exploring many of the questions in 

Lee Strobel’s The Case for Christ, including some of the following: 
 

 ▪  Was Jesus crazy to claim to be  God? 

 ▪  Did Jesus really fulfill the prophecies from the Old Testament? 

 ▪  Is the Bible reliable? 

 ▪  How do you know that whoever wrote  the Bible wasn’t just      

     making it up? 

 ▪ Did Jesus really rise from the dead, or did the disciples steal the 

      body? 

In the next few weeks, we’ll finish up studying The Case for Christ 

and move on to The Case for Faith.  Our next small group night is    

March 8! 
 

High School News 
We will be going to West Virginia for our summer mission trip,   

July 20-25. 

Nursery Work Day ï Saturday, 

March 14, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  Please 

come and help out with toy cleaning 

and sorting and gardening/playground 

cleanup. Coffee/snacks will be pro-

vided!  If you have any questions, 

contact Beth Solie at 286-5586 or 

bsolie@blacknall.org. 

 

 

Blacknall and recent vote of the Presbytery of New Hope  

For more than thirty years the PC (USA) has been discussing the question of 

homosexuality and its place in the church.  This mirrors a similar discussion that 

is taking place all around us.  Through these decades, Blacknall has sought to be 

faithful to the teaching of Scripture, the historical tradition of the Christian 

church, and to our brothers and sisters around the world by insisting that God has 

established heterosexual marriage to be the context for full sexual inti-

macy.  That time honored understanding is being challenged by those within the 

church who have a radically different understanding of Scripture and tradition. 

 

The latest challenge has taken the form of a proposed amendment to our Book of 

Order, one part of our constitutional documents that govern our life to-

gether.  That amendment would erase the specific language (found in G-6.0106b, 

for all you policy wonks out there) and replace it with language that would in 

effect allow each presbytery to set its own standards for the examination of can-

didates for ordination to the ministry of Word and Sacrament.  The assumption is 

that a large number of presbyteries would  then  become accepting  of  practicing  

gays and lesbians who are seeking ordination. 

 

On Saturday, by a vote of 177-139, the Presbytery of New Hope approved the 

change.  The amendment needs to pass in 87 of the 173 presbyteries nationwide 

in order to take effect.  The current vote as of February 24th shows 33  presbyter-

ies having voted for the amendment, and 43 opposing.  (Check this  website:  

http://www.presbycoalition.org/votingresults.cfm for updated results.)  Our 

guess is that we will defeat the amendment nationally, albeit by a much narrower 

margin that we had hoped.  We will continue to watch developments as a       

Session and keep you informed. 

  

Blacknall decided many years ago to work as an agent of renewal within our 

denomination.  There are hundreds of thousands of Presbyterians who share that 

vision.  Allan has recently accepted an invitation to serve a three year term in the 

national organization that serves as an umbrella for all the many groups that are 

working toward the same end.  Will you join us in praying, with Paul in      

Ephesians 3, "To God be glory in the church!"? 

 

Allan Poole and Dave Dunderdale 

 


