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Blacknall 
     Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Email:  churchoffice@blacknall.org 

Web Site: www.blacknall.org 

 
 

May 
2009 

 

Church Staff 
Allan Poole- Pastor 

David Dunderdale- Pastor 

Dave Stuntz- Music Ministry. 

Amy Rowell- Children’s Ministry Elem. 

Beth Solie-  Children’s Min.-Preschool 

Caroline Inazu- Middle School Youth Ministry 

Margaret Frothingham- Congregational Care 

Diane Beacham- Finance 

Dare Nicholson- Assoc. Office Admin 

Jan Smart- Assoc. Office Admin. 

Terry Simpson- Facilities Manager 

Andrea Bridges- Duke Divinity Intern 

Gannon Sims- Duke Divinity Intern 

 

 

Housing for New Hope 
Works to prevent and end homeless, by providing affordable housing, crisis   

assistance, and street-outreach care for the transitionally- and chronically-home 

less in our community. 

Project: Cleaning and organizing HNH’s storage units where they receive impor-

tant donations of clothing and furniture for their homeless clients. 

Needed: 10 people, teenagers and up.  Some heavy lifting required 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 

IHN connects homeless families who are in need of emergency housing with 

churches and synagogues, which provide housing and meals in their buildings.  

Project: Take IHN parents and their children to the Museum of Life and Science 

for the morning!  Build relationships, share stories, explore the museum, and  

offer a morning of fun to families under great stress. 

Needed: 6-8 adults, feel free to bring children! 
 

Pregnancy Support Services 
PSS offers help for those facing unplanned pregnancy, post-abortive recovery 

and counseling, and relationship support. 

Project: Touching up and/or painting furniture; organizing the supply room 

Needed: 4-5 people, no age restrictions. 
 

Reality Ministries 

A community-based, Christian ministry to kids on the margins, including an after

-school ministry and a relational ministry with people with disabilities. 

Project: Pulling up carpet; installing carpet (for people with special carpet 

skills!), painting, and landscaping.  All projects will be working on the “Reality 

Center,” the community center where Reality Ministries welcomes marginalized 

kids from all over Durham. 

Needed: 6-8 people, teenagers and adults.  A chainsaw would come in handy for 

landscaping—bamboo removal! 
 

Urban Hope 

Urban Hope is a ministry of the Navigators, proclaiming the Gospel in the 

neighborhood of Walltown.  UH runs a full-time summer camp, a basketball pro-

gram, and a leadership program. 

Project: Preparing houses to be move-in-ready for camp counselors who will live 

in Walltown for the summer.  This project involves some cleaning and organiz-

ing, some heavy lifting, and an opportunity to learn more about Urban Hope and 

the Walltown community. 

Needed: 2-3 people will clean and organize; 2-3 people will move furniture from 

a storage area into the houses.  Having a truck would be a plus! 
 

Urban Ministries 

Provides food, clothing, shelter, and supportive services to people who are in 

need in Durham. 

Project: Sorting and hanging clothes in the Clothing Closet. 

Needed: Up to 20 people, no age restrictions. Younger children must be super-

vised by parents.  This project is great for groups and is a fun way to get to know 

new people! 
 

Lunch Preparation 
Help make a delicious lunch for Blacknallites returning from a morning of     

service.  A great project for parents to do with children.  No special cooking 

skills required! 

Project:  Loaded baked potatoes and fun in the kitchen! 

Needed: 4-6 people 
 

Grab Bag 

If you willing to do anything or could fill in on a team that needs a few extra, join 

the “Grab Bag” list. We will let you know what project you will be on, and if you 

need to bring special tools or wear special clothes.  Thanks for being flexible. 

 

Dear Blacknall Family, 
 

Proverbs 22:6 (The Message) 

Point your kids in the right direction — when they’re old they won’t be lost. 
 

It is coming up on that time of year in our household when the schools my     

children attend announce that it will soon be “teacher appreciation week”.  These 

weeks usually involve specific days where each child is asked to bring in some-

thing for their teachers:  plants, cards, sweets, hand-written notes.    My children 

usually participate in these weeks of thanks, even though I sometimes chafe at 

being told exactly how to “appreciate” someone.  That does not mean that I’m not 

incredibly thankful for all that these wonderful instructors do for our children, for 

indeed I am!  They selflessly pour out time and attention to help our children 

learn.  How can I not take time to say thanks? 
 

As I’ve been thinking about what our family will do for teacher appreciation 

week at school, I’ve also been thinking of how much I appreciate the Sunday 

School teachers who teach all of our children at Blacknall.  Isn’t the “material” 

that they are teaching so much more important than reading and writing?   We 

have some amazing people who spend an hour with our children each week, 

pouring the love of Christ into all they do and say.  These teachers too pour time 

and attention into preparing lessons, crafts, and games, and in praying for our 

children.  Recently I received an email from one teacher, who said very simply, 

“[we] really want to give these children a love for coming to Sunday School and 

a heart open to the love of Christ.”  You can see how well they do that in the joy 

on the children’s faces as they arrive every Sunday for class!  I am so very thank-

ful for these Sunday School teachers as well! 
 

I know that when I talk about Children’s Sunday school, it brings up many differ-

ent thoughts for each of us.  Some have memories from Sunday school of their 

childhood, others from their children’s experience, and still others from teaching 

Sunday school.  We all have ideas of what we think Sunday school should look 

like, and what it’s purpose should be.  How should Children’s Sunday school fit 

in as part of Blacknall as an Outpost of the Kingdom?  What do we as a congre-

gation want for our children?  There is a group of people, the Children’s Ministry 

Vision Team, who have gathered to consider just that, about Children’s Sunday 

school, as well as all of the other parts of Children’s Ministry at Blacknall.  This 

group will be soliciting comments from the Blacknall family soon, so as you  

consider Children’s Sunday school and what it means to you, please tuck away 

your thoughts to share with us.  Watch for announcements to come about where 

and how to share that information with us! 
 

The Sunday School “year” draws to a close at the end of this month, so please 

take time to show your appreciation to our teachers. They are listed on the next 

page of this newsletter. Take a minute after your Sunday school class and walk 

around the children’s hallways and say thank you to them. Leave them a note in 

their classroom, or bake them a cookie or two.  Especially, please pray for them!  

And pray too that we will together raise up our Blacknall children well! 
 

Grace and Peace,                      

Beth Solie  

Blacknall  Missions Monthly Schedule 

 

Sunday 

  8:30 & 11:00AM Worship 

  9:30-11:15 Library Open 

  9:45 AM Sunday School 

  5:00 PM  International Missions 

                  (2nd  Sun) 

  6:00 PM  BYG (Youth Group) 

                  Prayers for Youth 

  6:30 PM  Communion & Prayers 

                  (3rd Sun) 

                  Prayers for Missionaries 

                   (2nd Sun) 
 

Monday 

  7:00 AM  Outreach Comm. 

                   (2nd Mon) 

  7:00 PM  Community Outreach 

                   Comm. (1st Mon) 

  5:00 PM  Finance Comm. 

                  (3rd Mon) 

  7:30 PM  Diaconate (1st &3rd Mon) 

                  Session (2nd & 4th Mon) 

                  Family Life Comm.(1st Mon) 

  Monday (continued) 

8:00 PM Building & Property (1st Mon) 

                 Congregational Care (1st Mon) 

                 Hospitality Comm. (1st Mon) 
 

Tuesday 

7:30 PM  Worship Comm. (1st Tues) 

                Personnel Comm. (3rd Tues) 
 

Wednesday 

  6:45 AM  Men’s Bible Study 

10:30 AM  LC’s (Seniors Ministry) 

  7:30 PM  Choir 

                  Cornerstone -Youth Bible Study 
 

Thursday 

  8:00 AM  Prayers for Renewal 

  9:15 AM  Women’s Bible Study 

  7:00 PM  Narcotics Anonymous 

                   (Community Room) 

  Saturday 

    7:00  PM  Narcotics Anonymous 

                   (Community Room) 



Blacknall Family Announcements 

  

 

Staff Po-

sition Open 

Director of Youth Ministries 
Blacknall Church is seeking qualified 

candidates for a full-time Director of 

Youth Ministries position to provide 

(1) a programmatic ministry to our 

high school students, (2) work with 

the existing part-time middle school 

staff position, and (3) provide overall 

direction to the middle and high 

school youth programs.  
 

This individual will be responsible for   

supporting a committed cadre of   

approximately 20 adult volunteer 

youth leaders, developing a compre-

hensive vision and sequence for 

Christian growth for approximately 75 

middle/high school youth, making 

curriculum decisions for Sunday 

morning and Sunday evening youth 

groups, and providing direct service 

for this important relational ministry. 
 

For more complete information please 

contact Artie Kamiya, Search      

Committee Chair (919) 818-6486; 

artie@greatactivities.net. 

Blacknall Family Announcements 

 

 

 

Blacknall Newsletter via email 
With postage rates going up, and in an effort to be good 

stewards, we would be happy to send your copy of the  

monthly newsletter via email.   To subscribe please    

respond to  churchoffice@blacknall.org with the subject:  

Subscribe to Blacknall Newsletter.  Of course, we will be 

glad to continue to send a paper copy  and will continue 

to do so unless we hear from you.  

 
High School Praise Band 
Everyone is invited to come Sunday, May 3, at 7pm to a 

praise and worship service in the Fellowship Hall led by our 

high  school youth band, THE REFLECTION.   

 

Our new Director of Youth Ministries, Brad Turnage, will give 

a brief talk.  Invite your friends and neighbors!  

 

 

 

Great Day of Service 
 

Saturday, May 30 

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

 

“And who is my neighbor?” Luke 10:29 
 

Like the lawyer who tests Jesus in Luke 10, we often ask Jesus, “and who is my 

neighbor?”  Jesus rephrases the question.  He asks us, “Who has been a neighbor 

to you?”  When we respond that our neighbors are those who have shown us 

mercy, Jesus commands us to go and do likewise. 
 

The 2009 Great Day of Service is a response to the amazing mercy of God and an 

opportunity to go and do likewise, to share Christ’s mercy with our neighbors in 

Durham.  Come work alongside wonderful ministries that serve suffering people 

in our city! 
 

Below are the available work sites and ministry opportunities.  We will gather at 

Blacknall for worship at 8:30am, work at ministry sites until noon, and then   

enjoy lunch together back at the church. 
 

There are three ways to register for the GDOS:  

1) Sign-up at Blacknall after either worship service, any Sunday in May 

2) Email GDOS2009@gmail.com with the number of people and project 

3) Go to the “Community Outreach” page at www.blacknall.org to sign-up online 
 

Child Evangelism Fellowship 

A holistic evangelism and proclamation ministry for Durham’s children, located 

in East Durham among communities of poverty. 

Project: Planting flower gardens in three communities where CEF ministers. 

Needed: Three teams of three people each.  Families with older children are   

welcome on this project.  Feel free to bring your own gardening tools! 
 

Durham Crisis Response Center – Pennies for Change 

The DCRC serves women and children who suffer from domestic abuse. 

“Pennies for Change” is their thrift store, providing clothing for the women and 

children and income to the organization. 

Project: Sorting, light cleaning, and painting at the thrift store.  

Needed: 5-6 people, any ages. 
 

Durham Rescue Mission – Good Samaritan Inn 

The Good Samaritan Inn provides housing, community, and spiritual support to 

women who are recovering from addiction, as well as to their children. 

Project: Paint and decorate two bathrooms at the Good Samaritan Inn. 

Needed: Four people; no particular painting skills are needed. 

 

Durham Rescue Mission – Thrift Shop 

Durham Rescue Mission is a Christian ministry serving those who are hungry 

and homeless in Durham and proclaiming the message of Jesus Christ.  

Project: Organize, clean, and decorate at the DRM thrift shop (Fold clothing, 

greet shoppers, dress mannequins, etc.) 

Needed: Ten people; both teenagers and adults are welcome. 

 

Genesis Home 

Genesis Home provides housing and support services for families facing     

homelessness. 

Project: Various cleaning projects around the Genesis Home. 

Needed: 12-15 people, 12 years old and up. 
 

 

New Director of Youth Ministries Announced – The Black-

nall Session and Search Committee are pleased to announce 

that Brad Turnage will join the staff as Director of Youth   

Ministries effective June 15.  Brad is currently Director of 

Youth Ministries at Grace Fellowship in Asheboro, NC, and 

comes to us with an extensive Young Life background.  Brad 

was an intern with Young Life (Durham/Chapel Hill) for two 

years and was Young Life Area Director for Asheboro 

(Randolph County) for three years.  Brad grew up in Bunn, 

NC, and is a 2001 graduate of Elon University.  He is married 

to Jamie, a first grade classroom teacher for Randolph County. 

   As you look ahead to summer reading days, count 

on the library for a wide array of great reads from 

gripping novels to inspiring biographies to challeng-

ing devotionals. Look for titles like these new additions: 

 

Beyond Belief: Finding the Strength to Come Back by Josh Hamilton  

After signing with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays, Hamilton fell into a downward 

spiral of drug and alcohol use, resulting in his suspension from Major League 

Baseball. With God’s grace and strength Hamilton has been sober since 2005 and 

is working his way back to life. 

 

The Centurion’s Wife by Davis Bunn & Janette Oke 

Leah faces an arranged marriage to a Roman soldier assigned to find out the truth 

behind a political execution of an obscure rabbi. Her mistress, the governor’s 

wife, wants to discover what has become of this man whose death — and missing 

body — is causing such furor. 
 

Cast of Characters by Max Lucado 

If you have any doubts that God can use you to accomplish extraordinary things, 

Lucado wants to introduce you to Mary, Peter, David, Joseph and Esther — ordi-

nary people who allowed God to work through them in amazing ways. 
 

Uncommon: Finding Your Path to Significance by Tony Dungy  

What does it mean to be a man of significance in a culture that doesn’t offer 

many positive role models? Dungy reflects on lessons he’s learned from his     

parents, career, mentors, and journey with God. 
 

Boneman’s Daughters by Ted Dekker 

Military intelligence officer Ryan Evans is hot on the trail of Boneman, a Texas 

serial killer. Now his daughter is Boneman’s latest target — and evidence       

suggests that Evans himself is the Boneman. 
 

How Sweet It Is by Alice Wisler 

Hot off the presses comes Alice’s second novel. Leaving behind a broken ro-

mance and her job as a chef in Atlanta, Deena Livingston reluctantly agrees to 

teach cooking to middle schoolers. But a Dr. Seuss-quoting plumber, a handsome 

social worker, and eight rambunctious youngsters change her outlook on life. 

Class            Teachers 

2 year olds Ruth Buchanan  

Susan McSwain   

Betsy Poole 

3 year olds Steve & Sara Likness 

Bob & Trish Randall 

4 year olds Heather Bellaire 

Adah Spiegel 

Lindsey Wallace 

Kindergarten Karen Turner 

Kelly Young 

1st & 2nd Grades Judy Darnell    

Kim Dunderdale 

Tommy Grimm  

Christi Hinkle 

Tonya Kirk 

3rd  Grade Traci & Don Hoover 

4th & 5th Grade 

Girls 

Ashton Drew 

Lauren Holahan 

Vickie Moran 

4th & 5th Grade 

Boys 

Rich Frothingham 

Griff Gatewood 

Peter Hausmann 

 The gifts of God from the people of God… 

                                                             YTD Budget        $352,688 

2009 weekly Budget       $22,043        YTD Income        $275,321 

Tithes & Offerings 4/19  $14,885       YTD Expenses     $273,303 

 

Covenant  Campaign Total Borrowed                        $1,100,000 

Covenant Campaign Loan Balance 3/27                       $102,929  

   Childrenôs MinistryðSunday School 

Blacknall Missions 


