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Blacknall 
     Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Email:  churchoffice@blacknall.org 

Web Site: www.blacknall.org 

 
 

April 

2009 

Blacknall Missions 
 
Monthly Schedule 
 

Sunday  
  8:30 AM  Worship  
9:30-11:15 Library Open  
  9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Worship 

                   International Missions (2ndSun) 

  5:00 PM  Adult Education (2nd  Sun.) 

  6:00 PM  BYG Time (Youth Groups)  

  6:00 PM  Prayers for Youth 

  6:30 PM  Communion & Prayers (3rd Sun) 
  6:30 PM  Prayers for Missionaries (2nd Sun)  
Monday 
  7:00 AM  Outreach Comm. (2nd Mon.) 

  7:00 PM  Community Outreach Comm. 

                       (1st Mon.) 

  5:00 PM  Finance Comm. (3rd Mon.) 
  7:30 PM  Diaconate (1st & 3rd Mon.) 
  7:30 PM  Session (2nd & 4th  Mon.) 
  7:30 PM  Family Life Comm. (1st Mon.) 
  8:00 PM  Building & Property (1st Mon.) 

  8:00 PM  Congregational Care  (1st Mon.) 

                   Hospitality Comm. (1st Mon) 

Tuesday 
  7:30 PM  Worship Comm. (1st Tues.) 
  7:30 PM  Personnel Comm. (3rd Tues.) 
Wednesday  
  6:45 AM  Men’s Bible Study 
10:30 AM  LCs (Seniors Ministry) 
Thursday 
 9:15 AM   Women’s Bible Study 
 7:00 PM   Narcotics Anonymous 
Saturday 
  8:00 AM  Prayers for Renewal 
  7:00 PM  Narcotics Anonymous 
 
Committee chair will notify members. 
of time changes. 

Church Staff 
Allan Poole-Pastor 

David Dunderdale-Pastor 

Dave Stuntz-Music Min. 

Beth Solie-  

     Childrenôs Min.-Preschool 

Amy Rowell-Childrenôs Min. Elem. 
Caroline Inazu-MS Youth Min.  

Margaret Frothingham- 

     Congregational Care 
Diane Beacham-Finances 

Jan Smart-Assoc. Office Admin. 

Dare Nicholson-Assoc. Office Admin 

Terry Simpson-Facilities Manager 

Andrea Bridges-Duke Div. Intern 

Gannon Sims-Duke Div. Intern 

  

Dear Blacknall family, 

 

This Lenten season has been challenging for many of us.  Politically and        

economically the headlines tempt us with stories that evoke uncertainty and fear; 

the future somehow seems less promising and clear that it did such a short time 

ago.  As a congregation, we have been given our own challenges as we rally to 

the side of families who have experienced job loss and death.  In my own life my 

mom’s surgery of a couple of weeks ago seems to have altered my own spiritual 

and emotional landscape.  I feel a little like that WWII Marine dug in on a beach-

head in the South Pacific theatre.  In the midst of intense shelling by the enemy, 

the young man jumped out of his foxhole and yelled, ―My religion is not        

adequate for this moment!‖ and dived back into his foxhole. 

 

No one welcomes suffering.  Everything in us wants to avoid it, and when it is 

unavoidable, we want to explain it away, or blame someone else.  But the truth is 

that we live in a world that is not the way it is supposed to be, and suffering, 

along with its more ominous and malevolent companion, death, comes to each of 

us, surprising, unwanted, and often devastating. 

 

As we look to Holy Week, I am especially grateful for a God who has taken the 

pains to deal with this world as it really is, and not as I wish it were.  In the 

events of that week, God Incarnate, Jesus Christ, took upon himself the weight of 

our broken world, suffering the judgment that rightly belongs to each of us.  ―He 

who knew no sin became sin for us,‖ writes Paul the apostle, ―so that we might 

become the righteousness of God.‖  In his suffering and resurrection, he has 

counterbalanced the scale with his own weighty glory, and in so doing has      

declared that no suffering will have the final word for those who place their trust 

in him.  For this One, sent from God, has defeated every enemy, including the 

power of our own sin, and death itself. 

 

So we Christians rightly recognize Easter as the central event of our faith.      

Because of the faithfulness of the One, we the many have been given an opportu-

nity to embrace hope, to know that the guilt of our own sin and pride has been 

dealt with, and to live, even in the face of suffering, with the certain knowledge 

that the risen conquering Son has thrown open the door that death intended to 

bolt forever shut. 

 

May this coming Easter season be a time for you to appropriate anew the hope 

that is ours because we are His. 

 

With you, in Him, 

 

Allan 

Twenty-five members of our community at Blacknall are participating in a      

Pilgrimage of Pain and Hope into Durham.  On March 13-15 we spent the week-

end on pilgrimage into various parts of the community of Durham.  Below  are the  

testimonies of two of our pilgrims.                David Dunderdale 
 

Susan McSwain 

As our group of 25 embarked on the Pilgrimage of Pain and Hope into Durham, 

our leader, Chris Rice, encouraged us to be attentive to the gifts, cries and       

challenges that our observations 
 

The gifts were many: the warmth and good humor of Ann Atwater, longtime local 

civil rights activist as she welcomed us into her home for dinner; the humility of 

Marcia Owen, suburban mom who felt compelled to stand in grief with the parents 

of victims of homicide in our community; the graciousness of Brenda James, 

mother of a young man shot down on the streets of Durham; the openness of    

Peter Bell, former drug dealer now committed to sharing his story with the youth 

of our city; the passion of Cassandra Fog, principal of YE Smith Elem as she 

stands in the gap on behalf of her students; the hospitality and vulnerability of the 

Latino men, women and teens of Northgate Pres as we ate, talked, listened and           

worshipped together; the friendship of the good folks at St John’s Church as we 

(once again!) ate and worshipped together and as they hosted us overnight in their 

homes. 
 

The cries boiled down to one theme for me.  From all these new friends I heard, 

―Listen to me.  Please don’t stereotype me or overlook me.  I want to be heard and 

known. Talk about my dead child. Open yourself up to my need. Don’t be 

afraid to hear my story. See me for who I am.‖ 
 

And the challengesé to truly enter in to the stories of our neighbors here in      

Durham will mean engaging in the hard work of thinking creatively, relating   

vulnerably, listening compassionately and laying aside our pride for the sake of 

becoming lifelong pilgrims on this transforming journey of both pain and hope in 

this city we call home. 

Susie Meghdadpour 

The pilgrimage began for me as an opportunity to get to know Durham better. I 

am a nurse practitioner and see vulnerable children from Durham daily but I did 

not really know their communities. I thought the pilgrimage would ―fill in‖ some 

of those gaps. 
 

While we heard from many people, one thing that stuck out for me was the      

concern for children. These include children from parts of East Durham who   

experience not only poverty but also family disorganization, drug dealing, and 

violence on a daily basis. What they see and experience shapes them and impacts 

what they strive for and how they see God. They also include children in the    

Latino community – many in their teens – here largely because of their parents. 

Those who are here legally still feel excluded and left out. Those who are not here 

legally cannot get a drivers license, or a job or go to college. They feel invisible. 

At the same time, their church is a blessing. It gives them support, a sense of 

worth, a place to belong, and opportunities to worship God with joy in the midst 

of hardship.  
 

The pilgrimage experience has done more than ―fill in‖ my knowledge gaps,    

although I am still not sure of all the ways. Two things have come up repeatedly, 

for me and for others. One is the recognition that while race is clearly an important 

divide in Durham today, financial resources and education are perhaps even more 

so. The opportunities and options provided by education and financial stability are 

life altering. The second is that it is so easy to believe we ―know‖ something from 

having read or talked about it.  For many of us, sitting in an old church learning 

first hand about violence, sharing a meal and worshiping with Latino congregants, 

or sitting in the home of Ann Atwater and hearing her story allowed the 

―knowing‖ to become deeper and richer — shaped by the sharing of lives.  

 

Blacknall Newsletter via email 
With postage rates going up, and in 

an effort to be good stewards, we 

would be happy to send your copy of 

the  monthly newsletter via email.   

To subscribe please respond to  

churchoffice@blacknall.org with the 

subject:  Subscribe to Blacknall 

Newsletter.  Of course, we will be 

glad to continue to send a paper copy  

and will continue to do so unless we 

hear from you.  



Blacknall Family Announcements 

 

The gifts of God from the people of God 
 

2009 Weekly Budget      $22,043       YTD Budget           $286,559 

Tithes & Offerings 3/29  $13,197      YTD Income           $213,126 

                                                            YTD Expenses        $256,489 

   

        Covenant Campaign Total Borrowed                      $1,100,000 

        Covenant Campaign Loan Balance 3/29                    $102,929 

 

Staff Po-

sition Open 

Director of Youth Ministries 
Blacknall Church is seeking qualified 

candidates for a full-time Director of 

Youth Ministries position to provide 

(1) a programmatic ministry to our 

high school students, (2) work with 

the existing part-time middle school 

staff position, and (3) provide overall 

direction to the middle and high 

school youth programs.  
 

This individual will be responsible for   

supporting a committed cadre of   

approximately 20 adult volunteer 

youth leaders, developing a compre-

hensive vision and sequence for 

Christian growth for approximately 75 

middle/high school youth, making 

curriculum decisions for Sunday 

morning and Sunday evening youth 

groups, and providing direct service 

for this important relational ministry. 
 

For more complete information please 

contact Artie Kamiya, Search      

Committee Chair (919) 818-6486; 

artie@greatactivities.net. 

Blacknall Family Announcements 

 

 

 

 

This month we celebrate the work of Blacknall authors. Whether sharing 

personal stories of overcoming obstacles or issuing challenges that 

make us think more deeply, these brothers and sisters have 

been faithful to exercise the great gift of communicating 

through the printed word. Drop by to see our display of books writ-

ten by current and past Blacknall members and friends. Here are a few 

titles to look for:  
 

They Suffer in Faith by April Perry                               Real Sex by Lauren Winner         

Passing the Plate by Christian Smith                              Choices by Stacy Rinehart                               

Slices of Life  by Aretta Loving                                   Grace Matters by Chris Rice 

Rain Song by Alice Wisler               Strong Women, Soft Hearts by Paula Rinehart                                
       

                    In the Presence of Many Witnesses by Martha Carlough 

                Sing Me to Heaven by Margaret Kim Peterson 
  

  

Middle School News 
We recently finished up looking at evidence that Jesus is the Son of 

God through The Case for Christ.  In mid-March we started looking at 

The Case for Faith, which is where we’ll spend our time through the 

rest of the spring.  We’ll tackle some tough questions, including 

 - How can a good God allow suffering? 
 

 - With science and evolution, who needs God? 
 

 - Is it intolerant to claim Jesus is the only way to God? 
 

 - How could a loving God send people to hell? 
 

 - If I have doubts, can I be a Christian? 

 

Please pray for our middle schoolers as they wrestle with these hard 

questions, and for wisdom for the leaders who will walk through this 

exploration with them. 

 

Our annual trip to The Great Escape is August 2-7. Registration is due 

May 3.  See the Youth Ministry website, youth.blacknall.org, for more 

information, or pick up a flyer from Caroline.  

 

Menôs Ministry 
April 4, 8 to 10 am 
 

Join the Blacknall men in 

the fellowship hall for a  

hearty breakfast and good coffee. 
 

 

The topic for discussion is: Being Men in Todayôs   

Society:  Struggling with Sin, Finding New Life. 
 

Dave Dunderdale and others will lead a discussion on 

how God wants to give us new lives of love and joy, 

and to defeat temptations common to men in our     

society, such as workaholism and sexual  temptation. 

Lenten and Easter Services 
Wednesday Lenten services will continue through  

April 1, 7-7:30pm.  Childcare is provided .  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7pm, we will welcome 

once again our friends from Mt. Level Baptist Church 

for a combined service of worship here at Blacknall. 

Mt. Level will provide the preaching and they will 

―bring the music‖ – and how!  Reception   following the 

service.   Childcare provided. 
 

Good Friday, April 10, we will gather in the   sanctu-

ary at 7pm for a time of quiet, hearing the      Passion 

narrative, with increasing darkness.  This is an         

extremely powerful time of coming face-to-face with 

the events of that day, when the Lamb of God took 

upon Himself the sins of the world. Childcare           

provided.  

 

Easter Sunrise Service, April 12 at Mt. Level ï 

Blacknall will return Mt. Level’s visit by celebrating 

the Resurrection in their sanctuary at 6am, 316 Hebron 

Road, on Easter Sunday.  Blacknall will provide the 

music leadership and the preaching.  Maps are available 

on the tables in the foyer and upper atrium. 
 

Easter Worship Services, Sunday, April 12, at 8:30 

and 11:00am ī Come and celebrate the Resurrection!  

There will be a reception between services for high 

schoolers and adults in the fellowship hall.  Children’s 

Sunday School will meet as usual.    

                               ___________ 

 

Adorning the Cross ï All are welcome to bring    

flowers from your garden to adorn a cross at the church 

entrance on Easter morning.  Parents, with your help, 

this is a wonderful object lesson for your children, and a 

beautiful and joyful reminder of the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, to all who pass our way. 

New Officers  
Class of 2011 
Elders   
Hank Humphrey             

Artie Kamiya              

John Nicholson          

Pam Pennigar                  

Rudy Renfer            

   

Deacons                                        
Pete Gerend 

Richard Lemke 

Noreen Naiman 

Stella Sieber 

Kevin Thompson 

Jill Whade 

Childrenôs Ministry 
Fire/evacuation policy: 

If there is a fire alarm or other cause for our building to be 

evacuated, children from all areas of the building will exit 

from the safest location, then proceed to the front of          

Francesca’s Café on Ninth Street.   

 

You may come to Francesca’s to sign out your children.  

Please be sure to sign them out and return their nametag to the 

nursery workers or Sunday school/ Children’s worship teach-

ers.  In an effort to make sure that everyone is safe, we will not 

allow children to be signed out by their parents until we have 

arrived at Francesca’s.   

 

If you have any questions about this policy, please contact one 

of the Directors of Children’s Ministry or Director of Youth 

Ministry. 

Finance Committee 
During the recent presentation on finances for 2008 we offered to provide quar-

terly updates via the Newsletter.  We like talking about money – we’re a bit 

nerdy! – and were surprised that people requested that we follow through with 

the offer.  The intent of our first installment is to take a look back and to review 

where we are at this point in the year.  Ultimately, we’d like to use this forum to 

consider corporately where we stand and to provide a talk about ways in which 

we can faithfully consider God’s call to return a portion of what He has provided. 

 

During the presentation, we noted that comparing income and expenses on a 

monthly basis we begin to see how early in the year we begin operating in a  

deficit (we do have cash reserves to help deal with this phenomenon).  As you 

see in the tables below, we moved into that position this year in February (If you 

heard the presentation, you know that we pay our first round of commitments to 

missionaries in February).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

                       * As of March 24th       

         2008   January   February   March 

     Income $   55,709 $   117,559 $  202,086 

 Expenses $   51,138 $   184,588 $  253,160 

           Net $     4,571 $   (67,029) $   (51,074) 

         2009   January   February    March* 

     Income $    61,185 $     127,256 $   199,929 

  Expenses $    57,113 $     199,619 $   249,908 

           Net $      4,072   $     (72,363) $   (49,979) 

You won’t be surprised to see that this year and last year look very similar.  The 

Finance Committee – as well as the Session – is hoping that over the course of 

the year we can collectively smooth out giving from month to month.  There are 

a host of reasons why that is something we’re looking to encourage.  At a     

minimum, it reduces the anxiety of those people who run budgets for various 

committees & programs as they try to plan for their spending.  Ultimately, it  

allows us to be more thoughtful about how we utilize the gifts that you give back 

to the church. 

 

Given what’s happening in the broader economy, we take what we see here as 

reasonably positive.  At same time, we will ask you to reflect on your giving 

practices and to pray about whether or not you can change your giving pattern to 

help us avoid operating at a significant deficit.  If you are looking for some   

guidance about how to do that, in the coming months, we’ll publish some    

strategies that might be helpful.  If you have an approach that works, let us   

know – we’d love to hear it. 
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