
Prayer & Fasting 
for Durham

   “Then, if you call, the Lord will answer; 
if you cry to him, 

he will say, ‘Here I am’”  
Isaiah 58:9

March 24-27, 2019
St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church & 

Blacknall Memorial Presbyterian Church 

About Fasting

“If the body goes without food or drink for even a day, there 
is a great rush to bring it help. But if the soul fasts for whole 
weeks, or languishes under wounds reserved, or even lies 
dead, no one takes care of it or shows it pity...visit your soul 
more and more often.” 

- The Mind’s Ascent to God, Bellamine (1542-1621)

Fasting is one of the spiritual disciplines modeled by 
Christ in the New Testament and is, in fact, mentioned  
almost as often as praying. Fasting has a number of 
potential purposes, but mainly is a way we can demon-
strate our desire to have more room in our life for God. 
During Lent, fasting is often a symbol of repentance and 
may signify a deep hope to restore priorities in our lives. 
Fasting allows what is background to become fore-
ground. 

Early Christians often fasted and prayed together. They 
did this to be drawn into worship with more clarity and 
to hear from God on particular issues. It’s often helpful 
to fast with others, as Blacknall and St. John’s are doing 
together. This is an opportunity to join with our brothers 
and sisters in raising requests to the Lord and recog-
nizing that we share in the brokenness around us in 
the world, in this season leading up to Easter. Consider 
joining in this with fasting in some way, and praying 
together.

St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church
917 Onslow Street, Durham, NC 27705

919.286.0332

Blacknall Memorial Presbyterian Church
1902 Perry Street, Durham, NC 27705

www.blacknall.org | 919.286.5586
churchoffice@blacknall.org

Details

Prayer & Fasting Begins 

Sunday, March 24, 4-5 p.m. at St. John’s

Let’s unite as one body in Christ to fast, pray and 
praise God. United we stand to proclaim liberty for 
the captive and a hunger and thirst for righteousness 
within the body of Christ.

Prayer & Fasting Ends

Wednesday, March 27, 6-7:30 p.m. at Blacknall

End prayer and fasting at Blacknall’s Lenten simple 
supper and service, joined by St. John’s. Come and 
worship as we journey together toward Easter.



Expect a Revival

Prayers for Durham
Schools in Durham
• For teachers and administrators to be encouraged in 

their work of teaching our children
• For the superintendent of Durham public schools, Pascal   

Mubenga
• That school would be a safe, welcoming place for all 

students where they can focus on learning
• For provision of services to support students’ mental 

wellness
• For an increased pipeline of teachers/staff of color (par-

ticularly Latino teachers) and the building of a culture 
that supports retaining effective, diverse staff

• That families and schools would develop strong relation-
ships to best support all students

• That bullying would cease

The Church in Durham
• For individual congregations to be strengthened in their           

fellowship, love for neighbor, proclamation of the Word, 
witness to God’s Kingdom, and worship of God

• For the Church to find ways to work together and to 
demonstrate the Kingdom of God by crossing the walls 
that tend to divide us in Durham

• For God to raise up the spirit of evangelism
• For people to come to Christ

City Government
• For our mayor, Steve Schewel, and the members of City 

Council
• For wisdom for a Transit plan--proceeding with the light 

rail plans or a different plan

Police & Criminal Justice System in Durham
• For the police chief, C.J. Davis

• For equal justice and protection for all of the residents of 
Durham

• For wisdom and protection for our police officers 
• For improved relations between the police force and our       

community
• For hope and the love of God to be known by those who 

are incarcerated
• For a decrease in violent crime in Durham

Homelessness & Affordable Housing
• For the various ministries serving the homeless in Durham 

(Families Moving Forward, Durham Rescue Mission, Hous-
ing for New Hope, Urban Ministries, and others)

• For longtime residents of Walltown to be able to remain in 
the neighborhood and not be forced out by gentrification

• For our homeless neighbors on Ninth Street: for safety and        
access to support services

Walltown Neighborhood
• For Walltown Neighborhood Ministries and Sylvia Belcher 

as they strive to serve our neighborhood
• For the Walltown Food Bank that there would be the 

needed volunteers and food donations to serve our 
neighbors

• For the ministry of Urban Hope in serving the youth of 
Walltown

University Campus Ministry (Duke, NCCU, Durham Tech)
• For the various Christian fellowship groups on campus
• For the faithful testimony of Christian faculty members
• Pray for the hope of the gospel to be poured out in revival 
• For students to be protected from anxiety and depression

Blacknall
• For the children and youth of the congregation to learn to 

entrust themselves to the Lord
• For a greater desire to share the gospel with our neighbors 

and friends

• For the search for a new Director of Nursery and Pre-
school Ministries

• For Allan & Betsy Poole, David & Kim Dunderdale, and 
Goodie & Jack Bell

St. John’s
• For the children and youth of the congregation to learn 

to entrust themselves to the Lord
• For Robert & Kathleen Daniels
• For the Associate Ministers of St. John’s
• Strengthen the body of Christ to be faithful in His service
• For “The Project,” a group of capital improvements: a new 

van, a new roof, restoration of the barber shop on the 
property, parking lot repair), and for the board who over-
sees these

Families & Children at Risk
• For the strengthening of marriage ties and health with-

in our community
• For a strong sense of vocation and rootedness in com-

munity for single people
• For mothers and fathers to be present and teaching 

their children how to live in God’s way
• For single parents, for strength as they fill both roles 

raising children to live God’s way
• For grandparents and non-traditional families as they 

look to raise children.
• For protection of the unborn children at risk for abor-

tion; that mothers would have hope and support they 
need to carry their children to birth

• For the health of immigrant families who are at risk due 
to the threat of deportation

• For energy and strength for foster families and social 
workers as they care for children


