
Deep Common Journey Partners 
 

Partnership with an organization in mission toward learning to be disciples 
of Jesus Christ. Please visit Blacknall’s website for more information. 
 

CONGO INITIATIVE 
We received word that all trips to the DRC are postponed until 

2019 due to concerns about insecurity leading up to the December 

elections. Pray for an end to the violence in Congo and for a peaceful 

transition of government. Pray for Noe and Bethany Kasali and their 

three daughters, Joy, Anna, and Lydia who are now back in Congo. Pray 

for Noe as he teaches at UCBC and resumes his work at the Bethesda 

Counseling Center. Pray for the water to their house to be turned on so 

they can move back into their own home. Pray for them as they 

continue to settle into life in Beni. 
 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, INC.  
As the academic year comes to a close, be in prayer for international 

students: some will return to their home country, others will seek 

internships and/or jobs elsewhere, and many will remain in Durham 

over the summer months. Especially be in prayer for the upcoming 

TRUE Leadership Conference, May 17-21, sponsored by International 

Students Inc. Fourteen students from Duke will join approximately 65 

additional internationals from all over the east coast. 

  

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD (FORMERLY IHN) 
Thank you to all who have signed up to serve the homeless  through 

FMF on June 11 and 12. We are still in need of many volunteers, 

especially for childcare on Monday night. To join this amazing team of 

Blacknall folks who regularly serve these families who are in need, 

contact Anne Paulson (annepaulson1@gmail.com). 
 

REALITY MINISTRIES 
Summerfest Volunteers --- August 7-10 and 14-17, 10-4:30 p.m. 

Each day of camp includes activities at the Reality Center, lunch, and a 

field trip to an adventure/activity in the area! You are paired with a 

buddy  (one of our participants) for the week. Summerfest is full of joy 

and excitement and is a very easy way s happening 

at Reality. If you are interested, please contact David Sittser 

(davidsittser@gmail.com). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Finance 

 
 

Fiscal-Year Ends June 30, 2018 
Total Annual Budget for fiscal year ending June 30, 2018: $1,520,088 

Total offering received as of May 13, 2018: $1,272,654 

Additional offering needed by June 30, 2018: $247,434 

 

One aspect of being  disciples is entering into the joy of His 

ministry on every level, including providing financially for the mission 

of the church. We invite all Blacknall members and friends to consider 

carefully your giving as our church approaches the fiscal year end on 

June 30, and as you approach the midpoint of your annual giving. 

 

We rejoice in the  generosity to our church family and thank 

you in advance for participating in our mission. 

 

The finance summary above differs from our usual format. The 

income total is updated each week and shows the total additional 

offering needed to meet budget before the fiscal year completes in 

June.  The traditional summary (shown below) is updated at the close 

of each month with the actual offerings received compared to budget 

need as of the end of that month. Please direct any questions to the 

financial administrator Carol Smith (csmith@blacknall.org). 

 

Actual offering through April 29, 2018: $1,235,887 

Offering need through April 29, 2018:   $1,231,271 

Ahead/(behind) as of April 29, 2018: $4,616 

 

There are multiple ways to give to Blacknall: 

 Cash/check in the offering plate or brought to the church office 

 Checks mailed to the church office 

 Automatic bank drafts as a part of bill pay directed to Blacknall 

using your local bank. 

 Gifts of stock. For more information about how to transfer 

stock to Blacknall, contact Rick Every (revery18@aol.com) or 

Carol Smith (csmith@blacknall.org). 

 Online giving from our website  

 For more giving details, visit blacknall.org.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Blacknall Memorial Presbyterian Church 

1902 Perry Street, Durham NC 27705 

www.blacknall.org | 919.286.5586 (office) | churchoffice@blacknall.org 
Blacknall is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Fellowship Community. 

                           

 

Pentecost Sunday                                               May 20, 2018 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Song of Adoration 
 

  
  

Invocation  
 

 Let It Rise  

 10,000 Reasons  

 He Knows My Name                          
 

Scripture Reading            Jeremiah 31:31-34   
 

 Lord, I Need You      
 

Prayers of Confession  
 

Response of Gratitude:       Yes, Jesus Loves Me  
 

Affirmation of Faith                                      Nicene 

Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all 

things visible and invisible.  
 

And we believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds; God of God; Light of Light; Very God of Very God; 

begotten, not made; being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried; and 
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven; 

and sits on the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.  
 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit; the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from 
the Father [and the Son]; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified; who has spoken by the prophets. And we believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And 
we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

g  Age 4 --- 2nd  

 
___________________________ 
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Blacknall Memorial Presbyterian Church is called to glorify the 
Triune God, to make known the crucified and risen Christ, and to 

advance the Kingdom that God is building in us, in Durham, 
and around the world. 

 

The Word & the Sacrament 
 

  

Proclamation of the Word: Ephesians 3:14-21         David Sittser 
(Pew Bible page 1175) 

 

Song of Response:           Your Love is Deep   
 

The Bread and the Cup                Gluten-free elements by request at 

piano 
 

Life Together 
 

 

Presenting Our Gifts 
 

Focus on Mission                    Reality Ministries 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

Benediction  
 

Prayer Teams:  Serena & Michael Whisenhunt        (8:30) 

 Frauke & Charlie Schaefer                                       (11) 

 
    

About the Music 
 

A few songs have, over the last 10 years, become such a part of our life at 

Reality Ministries that they are almost like secondary creeds for us. 

"Your Love Is Deep" is one of those songs. The inspiration comes 

straight from Ephesians 3 and Romans 8. The message, essentially: 

whatever you might think of the love and grace of God, it's better than 

that. It's a message worth repeating, because it seems we are in the habit 

of underestimating God's generosity, whether to ourselves or to people 

around us. 
 

We use hand motions during the song, stretching our arms and hands 

out in different directions corresponding to the words (down for "deep," 

etc.). We encourage people to reach as far as they can! It helps us 

remember, in a bodily way, that God's grace is beyond what we could 

ever comprehend or grasp. 
 

Our canon of songs is slowly growing. We like songs that can be learned 

easily, that have rich and comprehensible meaning, and that have Jesus 

at the heart. It has been a joy that some of our favorite songs have been 

written by people in the Reality community! Two of ours from this 

morning, "St Patrick's Song" and "I Am For You," are among those 

originals. "I Am For You" was written after a year's worth of reflection 

on Jesus's "I Am" sayings in the Gospel of John, as well as the words 

from a banner that hangs over our main meeting room: "I Am For You." 
-David Sittser 

 

Our Life Together 
 

Thanksgiving & Prayer Requests 
 

We rejoice with Brad & Erin Boswell in the birth of their daughter 

Brynna Jane Boswell on May 7. 

 

We rejoice with Caleb Newell and Donna Mu, who are being married 

at Blacknall this afternoon. Caleb is the son of former Blacknall attenders 

Keith and Laurie Newell.  

 

Pray for Blacknall missionary Cullen Rodgers-Gates, Executive 

Director of the Congo Initiative (CI-US). Cullen shared about a sister 

organization, CI-UK: God is opening some strategic doors for new 

partnerships here in the UK, including an emerging relationship with 

the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies to host some of our faculty from 

the Christian Bilingual University of Congo (UCBC) for their advanced 

degrees. This is particularly meaningful for me since the Dean of 

OCMS, Dr. Tom Harvey, is also a supported missionary of Blacknall.   

I love seeing how God forges connections and relationships around the 

world for the advancement of his kingdom!  Prayer requests: 1) wisdom 

in implementing the decisions made at the March board development 

workshop; 2) strength and grace for students and faculty of UCBC and 

 primary schools to finish the academic year well; 3) cessation of 

violence and peace in the region; 4) general operating funds to keep the 

ministry going, especially during the lean summer months. 

 

Church Programs & Events 
 

Today --- Are you interested in becoming a youth leader? Please join 

us in the youth room immediately after 2nd service for an informational 

ministry.  Another informational lunch will be held Sunday, May 27. 

 

Tonight --- Communion & Healing Service, 6:30 p.m. Sanctuary. 

Celebrate and receive prayer for yourself and others.  

 

Memorial Day Weekend Brunch Potluck --- Sunday, May 27, 10 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall. All are invited to fellowship together at a 

congregational brunch potluck. Bring a tasty treat to share; coffee will be 

provided. No Sunday School classes or nursery. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
 
 

--- A continuation of the worship service 

in their own space is offered for children 

and 5 year olds in Room 105, and Junior 

Church is for 1st and 2nd graders in Room 112. Please pick up your 

children promptly after the 11 a.m. service. 

 
Youth Ministry 

 

8th Grade Celebration --- Today, 5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. High 

School BYG --- 5-6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room. Contact: Brad Turnage 

(bturnage@blacknall.org). 

 

Women’s Ministry  
 

Contemplative Prayer Morning ---  Saturday, June 9, 9-11:30 a.m. 

Anne Storelli and Frauke Schaefer will facilitate a morning of scripture 

reading and silent reflection with the Lord. Bring your Bible and a 

journal, or purchase one there. Hosted by Fellow Sisters in the Lord and 

in the Workforce. Please register at blacknall.org by June 6. Contact: 

Alicia Ramos (saliciaramos@icloud.com). 

 

Summer Thursday Morning Book Group --- May 31-June 28,                      

9:30-11:15 a.m. at Blacknall. Rachel Freyer and Meredith Milke will 

lead a discussion on Kate Bowler's book, Everything Happens for a 

Reason;  a hilarious yet poignant book about living with incurable 

cancer and how to walk together through challenging seasons that don't 

have easy answers. Childcare through age five. Please register at 

blacknall.org (by today if requesting childcare) and pick up a copy of the 

book beforehand. Contact: Rachel (rachel.freyer@gmail.com). 
 

Announcements 
 

Durham CAN Discernment Feedback --- The Session and the Durham 

CAN discernment process committee would like to hear from you!  If 

you have specific feedback, comments or questions regarding Durham 

s discernment process, please send your thoughts to 

durhamcan@blacknall.org. 
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