
 

 

Deep Common Journey Partners 
 

Partnership with an organization in mission toward learning to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Please visit Blacknall’s website for more information. 
 

CONGO INITIATIVE 
national presidential elections that were scheduled for 

today have been postponed for a week or more. As a congregation we 

are invited to kneel in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in Congo. 

Please pray that the elections will be peaceful, fair, and just and that God 

would raise up godly leaders who would do what is right.  For a list of 

prayer requests and links to recent news events to guide your prayers, visit 

blacknall.org. Contact: Dave Dunderdale (ddunderdale@blacknall.org).  
 

The region around Beni is enduring a great deal of turmoil with the 

Ebola crisis ongoing and continuing bursts of rebel violence. Despite this, 

UCBC has started classes. Please pray for Noé and Bethany Kasali and 

their three children in Kampala, Uganda, where Noé continues his work 

with Bethesda Counseling Center from afar. Please pray for all of these 

situations, that the Lord would work in a mighty way.  

 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, INC.  
We give thanks to the Lord for this partnership with Blacknall, 

blessing and being blessed by international students and scholars, all as we 

serve in the name of Jesus together!  Now is the time to sign up to be a 

Supper Club host for spring 2019, hosting 2-4 international students for 

supper in your home once a month throughout the spring semester. Visit 

ivolunteers.website for more details and to register. Contact: Dan 

Kronstad (630.903.1300) or Scott Hawkins (919.943.3096). 

 

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD 
Families Moving Forward is dependent on churches in Durham to 

partner with them in assisting families in their pursuit of stable housing 

and family life. As one of our Deep Common Journey partners, FMF is a 

great place for Blacknall folks to serve homeless families of Durham in a 

hands-on manner. Stay tuned for our next services dates. If you are 

interested in finding out more about how to get involved with your family 

or your friends, please contact Anne Paulson (annepaulson1@gmail.com). 

 

REALITY MINISTRIES 
The Reality Forum  Saturday, Jan. 26. A day set aside for worship, 

proclamation, small group discussion and eating together. Join us as 

we consider how knowing the reality s grace rooted in the love of 

the Holy Trinity influences how we view ourselves, our neighbors and 

every single person. All are welcome! Register at realityministriesinc.org. 

 

Finance 
 

Year-end Financial Information 

Additional income needed by December 31, 2018 

to meet our budget obligations:  $237,943 
 

level, including providing financially for the mission of the church. As we enter the 
Advent season and near the end of the calendar year on December 31, we encourage 
Blacknall members and friends to review your 2018 giving records to make sure 
you've given as you've intended. Although Blacknall now follows a fiscal year budget 
that begins in July and ends in June, we still typically receive the largest share of 

offerings at the end of the calendar year and these end-of-year offerings are essential 
for us to meet our fiscal year budget. 
family and thank you in advance for participating in our mission.  
 

The finance summary above differs from our usual format. The income total is 

updated each week and shows the total additional offering needed to meet 

budget for the end of the calendar year. Please direct any questions to Rich 

Frothingham (richard.frothingham@duke.edu) or financial administrator Carol 

Smith (csmith@blacknall.org). 
 

 

There are multiple ways to give to Blacknall: 

 Cash or check in the offering plate on Sunday mornings. 

 Cash or check brought to the church office. Gifts brought to the church 

office must be received prior to 3 p.m. on Dec. 31 to be included in 

2018 giving statements.  

 Checks mailed to the church office. In order to be attributed to 2018 

the letter must have a postmark of Dec. 31 or earlier. Any letter with a 

later postmark will be included in 2019. 

 Automatic bank drafts as a part of bill pay directed to Blacknall using your 

local bank. 

 Gifts of stock. Contact Rick Every for more information about how to 

transfer stock (919-489-9733; REvery18@aol.com). 

 Online giving is available from our website (including ACH, debit card, and 

credit card donations). Members can also schedule recurring online gifts 

when signed on to CCB. 

 Details on all giving options are available at blacknall.org/giving. 
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4th Sunday in Advent     December 23, 2018 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Songs of Adoration 

 

 Long-  
  

Invocation  
 

 Noel  

  
 

Lighting the Advent Candles:               Psalm 24 
 

 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!  
 

Prayers of Confession  
 

Response of Gratitude:      
 

Affirmation of Faith            Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all things 

visible and invisible.  
 

And we believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

His Father before all worlds; God of God; Light of Light; Very God of Very God; 
begotten, not made; being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried; and the third day He 

rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven; and sits on the right 
hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.  
 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit; the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the 
Father [and the Son]; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; who has spoken by the prophets. And we believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.                                                  
 

g   Age 4  2nd  
___________________________ 

Welcome! Whether you are a guest or attend regularly, we hope you will 

find the rich presence of God, the warmth of genuine fellowship, and the 

abiding truth of the Word. 

Thank you for silencing your cell phones and pagers during the 

service. Hearing assistance units are available; please speak to one of the 

deacons.  
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The Word & the Sacrament 
 

  

Proclamation of the Word:    Jeremiah 32               David Dunderdale 
(Pew Bible page 790) 

 

Song of Response:        Come and Stand Amazed  

 

The Bread and the Cup             Gluten-free elements by request at piano 
 

Life Together 
 

 

Presenting Our Gifts 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession   
 

Benediction  
 

Prayer Team:    Michael & Serena Whisenhunt     (8:30) 

              Dare & John Nicholson                               (11) 
         

About the Music 
 

From my vantage point, December 23 is the final hundred yards of the 

marathon called Advent.  Services, concerts, rehearsals, music to be 

selected, prepared, arranged, etc  

and more than a little of both frenzy and fatigue.  So today I am drawn 

Bethlehem is visited via a drive-thru lane (after getting another cup of 

coffee).  Though th

 

familiar with this story, The Story of Stories, that our amazement is 

absent?  The song invites us to do what my imagination has long 

Walk slowly through each small phrase, and allow your mind to linger.  

The first two verses are richly descriptive, but the third verse (below) 

allows us to pray together.  Notice how Philippians 2 is subtly in the 

background.  

implications: What would it mean for each of us to fully own the 

  come, stop, stand, and be amazed. 
 

O Lord Jesus, God incarnate, who assumed this humble form, 

Counsel me and let my wishes to Your perfect will conform. 

Light of life, dispel my darkness, let Your frailty strengthen me; 
Let Your meekness give me boldness, let Your burden set me free; 

O Emmanuel, my Savior, let Your death be life for me. 
 

Our Life Together 
 

Thanksgiving & Prayer Requests 
 

We rejoice with Matt and Elisha Taylor on the birth of their daughter 

Josephine on Dec. 18. Visit the CCB home page for a link to their meal 

calendar.  

Pray for Blacknall missionaries Dick & Nancy Baggé, who have 

supported the work of Bible translation for 25+ years in Kenya and 

throughout Africa, by serving as coordinators for counseling of Wycliffe 

Bible translators, now living in Waxhaw, NC. Prayer requests:                   1) 

compassion and wisdom for his counseling of missionaries and veterans in 

Waxhaw;  health professionals to join 

the ranks of those providing care for global workers; 3) the formation of 

good community at JAARS and in their church for the Baggés. 

Church Programs & Events 
 

Tonight! Caroling in the Sanctuary, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Since Carols & 

Cocoa was cancelled due to weather, we will gather for a simpler Christmas 

songfest in the Sanctuary. No cocoa or cookies, but lots of joyful singing. 

The whole family is welcome! 

 

Christmas Eve Services  Monday, Dec. 24 in the Sanctuary. 5 p.m.  

All ages are welcome at this joyful service. Children are invited to worship 

with us; childcare is also available. 7:30 p.m.  Join us for candles, carols 

and communion. Childcare not provided.  
 

Eve Weekend  Sunday, Dec. 30, 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Please note there is no 8:30 a.m. service, Sunday School, or childcare. 

 

Save the Dates! Hosting an Open Table  Moving Beyond Our 

Smartphones to Offer Christian Hospitality. Jan 16, 23, and Feb. 27, 6-

7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall. The Blacknall Evangelism Team is leading a 

dinner and discussion series filled with practical tools to offer hospitality 

in the name of Christ. Contact: Steve Hinkle (shinkle@duke.edu). 

 

Mental Health First Aid  Saturday, Feb. 9, 8-5 p.m. Fellowship Hall. 

Alliance Behavioral Health trainers will teach a 5-step action plan to offer 

immediate help to a community member showing signs of a mental illness 

or crisis and to connect them with the appropriate professional, peer, social 

or self-help care. Please consider participating and become a valuable 

resource in the community where you worship, live, work and play. Lunch 

is provided. Registration at Blacknall.org is coming soon. Contact: 

Margaret Frothingham (mfrothingham@blacknall.org).  

 

Marriage Course  Thursdays, Jan. 17 Mar. 7, 6-8:30 p.m. A series for 

couples who want to invest in their relationship and build a strong 

marriage, learn to communicate more effectively, and resolve differences 

well. Each week offers a delicious meal at an intimate table for two, a 

practical talk, and time for private discussion. Childcare provided. Please 

note, there is currently a wait list, with a likelihood that spots               will 

open up in early January. Email Joyce Kight 

(nightingale1960me@yahoo.com) to be placed on the wait list.  

 

Children’s Ministry 
 

 A continuation of the worship service in 

their own space is offered for children 

Church is for 1st and 2nd graders in Room 112. Please pick up your 

children promptly after the 11 a.m. service. 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 

Thursday Morning Women's Bible Study  Jan. 10-Apr. 11, 9:30-

11:15 a.m. resumes their study on Isaiah in 

January. Please join us and invite a friend. Please register through the 

CCB home page link. All are welcome. 

 

Announcements 
 

Invite a friend to celebrate Christmas at Blacknall. Opportunities 

abound to share the love and light of Christ with those around us. Consider 

inviting a friend or neighbor to one of our Christmas Eve services 

tomorrow, or extend a spontaneous invite to Caroling at Blacknall tonight! 

(6:30-7:30 p.m.)  
 

Stock Gifts  Have you recently given a stock gift to Blacknall? If you have 

not yet contacted our treasurer, Rick Every (REvery18@aol.com, 

919.489.9733) or our financial administrator, Carol Smith 

(csmith@blacknall.org or 919.286.5586), please let us know who you are 

so we can provide the proper tax documentation to you at year-end. 
 

Walltown Food Bank is in need of stuffing, yams, canned fruit, hot/cold 

cereals, beans, mashed potatoes, flour, eggs, cake mix, canned meat, 

macaroni, cheese, butter, peanut butter, spaghetti sauce, crackers, soup, 

rice, spaghetti. Place food in the baskets in Lower Atrium or Commons. 

To help buy a turkey or ham for a family, contact David Dunderdale 

(ddunderdale@blacknall.org) 

  

Holiday Office Closings  The Blacknall office will be closed on Dec. 

25, 26, and Jan.1.  

Blacknall Memorial Presbyterian Church is called to glorify the 
Triune God, to make known the crucified and risen Christ, and to 

advance the Kingdom that God is building in us, in Durham, 
and around the world. 
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